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ADVERTISEMENT.

Guwzeat Sir I, Rovmres writes in regard to the lotters now
ropublished—

“Allow me to congratulale you most cordinlly on the
admirable manner in which you have placed bofore the publie
the neeeunt of owy wareh from Cabul, and tho operations of
3lsh Angust sud Isb Septomber around Coudshar. Nothing
eauld e more aceurate o graphic. T thoughl your description
of tho fight at Charasian was one that any soldier might have
been prowd of wriling; bub your rocent letbors are, if possible,

oven hobter,’






PREFACE.

Tnz intorest uroused by the massacre of our ill-fated Kmbassy to
the Amir Valub Khan, the subsequont enpture of Cabul, and the
hord-won sneeossos of our armies during the occupation of the
eity, ean meaveoly yob hove passed away; and T have, thevefore,
ventured 1o ropnblish the soxies of lettors which, as a spocial corve-
spoudent, 1 wrole in the feld, They are a simplo dimy of the
war; and though in Lhis form they may lack conciseness, they
havo ab leagt the merit of sueh neetracy a8 an ayo-witness enn
alone hopo to ablain. Ti was my good-forlune fo be the only
apoeial corrorpondimt with the galluut Tithle army whiel moved out
of Ali Kheyl in Beptember, 1879, Tho Government of India had
notified that * non-combatani eorrespondents ™ would not bo
wllowed 4o join the fovee, tho history of whose nehiovements wasg
to boe lefi to rogimental officors, who might in theiv spave hours
sapply information carefully visé, to such nowspapers ag chose lo
acoopt it, So cavelessly was this slrange order issued, that Sir
Froderick Rolerts nover rocoived officinl inlimation of ity exist-
onece, and be weleomed mo at All Koyl on the evo of his depariure
for Kushi ug, T am sure, he woald hove wolcomed any other
corrospondent who had chosen 1o cross the frontior, and push on
without escorl and with their own haggage animals, T make this
oxplanation in justice lo Ctonorad Roboerts, upon whom the respon-
sibility of exolnding eorvespondents has been falsely thrown,
Togarding Who leters now republished, My, Yrederick Harrison in
the Joptnightly Reviow has been good enough Lo deseribe them ag



viii Preface.

“ gdmirably written, with very grcal precision and knowlodgo.”
While not sympathizing in the least with Mr. arvison's eriticism
of Sir Frederiek Roberts’s punishment of Cabul, in support of
which criticism ho mainly relied upon my lotters, I am grateful
for Lis cstimate of my work., I can scarecly hopo that all my
eritics will bo equally genorous,

1 bave corefully gone into details where military movements of
importance had to bo doseribed, and the gketeh maps can be relied
upon a8 showing exact distences and positions.

Howarp ITunsmax,
Speeial Corvespondont of the Dioncer, Allahabad.
Cubul, August, 1880,

# . 5 + 5 g

The above was written when all wasg peaceful in Afghanistan,
but the disnster at Malwand once more threw the Cabul army into
exciternent, and General Roberte bad to morch to the reliof of
Candahar, This now historieal mareh and the victury al Candalinr
on Septomber 1st, are described in detail in Part IT. of this
volunie.

H, 1L
Allahabad, November 1st, 1880,
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THE AVGITAN WAR

or

187980,

PART T.

T OCCUPATION O CABUT TIE BRITISTT BRESIAGED
AT HUERPUR- DINPKRNAL OW 'PITE TRIBES.

CHAPTER T,

Intrsuetion The Covaenud Mission Yahab Klan's Tvasion of tho Gundamak Treaty
e Burhttlenea ot the Hoat Beghuents—Nahshland Khaw's Wernmg-~The Qut
fenh  Yahot Khan's Bebawiom Reeeption ol the News m Indiy—"The Selewe
of the Mot rrudan, amd Lrepapions for the Advanee apon Cobul.

M Prenly of Gundunak Tud for its ehief object the divoet
reprosentation of the British Government at the Court of the
Amir Yalkab Klan, and, in pusuance of the torms of the Trealy,
Sir Lowis Cusngnard, K.C.1., GS.L, was received at CGobrl, ns
Rosident, on July 2Hh, 1879, Mr. Willism Jenkyns, of the
Luding Givil Servien, secompaniod him ng searetary to the Mission.
An eseorl of bwonty-live sowars and fifly sopoys of the CGuiles’
Corps wae tho only monns of protoction al the Embnssy's com-
mand, tplieit fuith being plicod in the Amir'y promise to guard
tho Jives of his guosts, Licutenaut Iamillon wes in command
ol the eseord, and Dr, Kelly, surgeon of the Guides, was the
wedien] officer aliachod to the Mission, Ineluding servants and
follownrs, tlere wore in all some 200 souls gathered In the Tosi-
dency in the Tinly Tisssr from July 24ih until the oulbreak of

the 1lotat regimonts on the moxning of Seplember Bud. Tt would
B



2 The Afghan TVar, 1879—80.

bo out of place to deseribo at length the eourse of cvents which
colminated in the Mussaere, hub [rom the tono of Wir Liouis
Cavagnari’s lottors thore ean be no doubb the Amir way nover
anious Lo carry oub to the stuiel Ietber the terms of tho Ciun-
damuk Treaky.  Taking the offivial diacy senb weekly frow Cabul
to the Indian Government, it appears that evory oubward honowe
was paid o the Fmbassy upon its wrrival, but that Yakub Khan
was so suspicious of his Ministers and Nobles, thab ho toli off
men to wateh the Resideney. These spics furnished the numes
of all who visited Cavagnari without the Amir's knowledgo.
Thon came rumowrs of petty ehiofs having been punished for
{heir friendsbip to the British during the Iate eampaign, althongh
one of the main points of the Troaty was directed ngninst thiy vory
contingency.®  The Amir abways svoided reference to thiv sub-
ject, and ag Sir Louds Cavagnari could not obtain direet evideneo
of the ammesty elauses being deparled from, no vedross could ho
oblained. Apart from palace infrigues, which aro always vifo in
Cabul, there secmod no direeh element of diseord al work in tho
eapital nutil the troops from Iferab reached Sherpmr Cantonment
on Avgust Sth.  These regiments had vob shared it the humilia-
tion of the defeats suffored Dby the Cabul soldiery at Ali Musjid
and the Peiwar Kotal ; ihey taunted lieir comrades fn aving wilh
cowardiee, and boasted of their own prowess ; and their turbulenco
soon assumed a dangerous form. A ressaldar-major of oo of one
envalry regiments, Nekshband Khan, an old and tvied soldier, was
gpending his furlongh at his village of Aoshahr, two milos from
Cabul, and ho seems flrst to have eaught the alarm. Whon the
Herat vegiments marched, or rather swagpered, through the
streets of Cabul, with bands playing, many ol the soldiors nbused
the Kafir elehi (mnbussador) by namo, ealling out to the populace,
¢ Why has he como here P’ and showing too elearly that {heir
passions were dangevously excilod. Nekshband Klan legrod
from a fellow-covntryman in the ranks hat the soldiers had
been ordeved so0 to shout in the streets. Full of tlis nows, ho

* Birdar Sher Al Khan Krodubari, Governor of Candahay, aemed Bir Densld
Btowars thet Yukub Klan, fiom the first, never intenderd to pardon the ebiefs who hud
aided us.  Such a course of polisy would have scemod muduess the eyen of ewny
Afghan, said the Sirdar ; not a man wonld have understood it,
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went lo ouwr Envoy and warned him of the coming storm. Sir
Louis Cavagnari was a man notorious for his disregard of personal
danger : ho was brave to o fault, nnd this turbulence among the
Afghan soldiory searcely shook his composure, ¢ Never fear,”
was the answer to the Rossaldar; ““Xkeep up your heurt, dogs that
barl don’t bite !” “ Bul these dogy do bite; there is real danger,”
urged Nakshband Khwu,  The reply was characteristic of the man :
ho had taken np his post and nothing conld break down his deter-
minution to vemain at all hasneds; he quictly said,  They can
only kill the three o four of us hove, and our death will be
avengod.”

This is the story as 1old by the Rossaldar, who can scarcely Le
romaneing ; b no word of the warning is given by OCavagnari in
Lis loblers to the Vieeroy, all of which ave full of sanguine liope
even ag lnbe an Anguslt 30h,  Ilis Jast imossage was sent on Sep-
tember 2ud, and conelnded with the words < All well,”—and thig
within twolve hours of the stlaek upon tho Residency. Il frusted
altogether to Yakul Khan—Ffor what conld an escort of seventy-
tivo men avndl againgh an amy ?—and almost his last written
wouds wore : ““ Nojwithstanding all peoplo say against him, I
personally believe Yaknb Khan will turn out to be a very good ally,
aud that we shall beable to kesp him to his engngements.””  Thig
blind lrnst in the Amnir was soon 1o bo rudely broken down, for
Yakub was found wating evon in willingness to save the lives
ontrusted o his caro,

The story of the outhroak in the Bala Hissar, and the massacre
of the Iinvoy aud his followers, iy written al lenglh in the Bine-
books, The lale is too woll kunown to bear reproduction: the
heroie strugglo sgniust overwhelning odds bas, perhaps, arely
Been cqualied, for Cthere wee only fowr British officeys sud & hand-
ful of nnlive soldicry to meot an army.  Yakub Khan sat in his
palnce, vacillating and sallen, with the noise of the fight ringing
in his cars, aud the roar of the soldiery and the fanatical popalace
strging into his conneil-chambor; but he made no siyn.  There
wore couneillors who nrged prompt chastisoment of the mutinons
sopoys : thore wore vegiments at Bala Elissax which might have
loyelly obeyed ovders ; bub the man who had pledged himself to
prosorve our Luvoy only ook the canning precuution of sending oul

n 2
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Trond Shah, his commander-in-chicl, ko« remonatrato ™ wilth the
armed rabble. It was like vemounstrating willy o biger when the
Timntar les ab his merey @ lika giving the word < halt ” o tho in-
eoming tide : Duond Shalu was thrust back Dby the first men he
mat, but they used their bayonets tendorly, and hiz wounds wore
slight.  And when it was all over, when the exeited erowd roared
tlvough the Bazaar, with Cuvagnart’s head held on high, theee
seems Lo have come upon Yakub that foar of vengennce which lw
had hitherto thrust agide.  Forly years before the Doy of another
Tnvoy had been hung on the huteher's hooks B thal snmo Bagany
treachery had seored o smecess which prowised 1o be lasting; hul
Pollock had come with a victorious army from Peshawur, while
Nott fought his way from the south, and the Char Chowh was
soon o heap of ruing.  Tlow soon would tho vengoance of an oul-
raged nntion again fall upon Cabul ?

Shortly afler midnight of September 41 8ir Frederiek Rohovts,
who was in Simla, engaged on the work of the Ay Comimis-
gion, was called up to reeeive » telogram. M was from Lhe KKur
ram Valley, and conveyed the firsh news of tho Masswere, which
he then and there hagtened Lo cnrry to the Cormmnader-in-Chicf,
The shock was so terrible that nien weve paralysed for the moment,
bub the next day the machinery of Govornment was pub It molion,
o couneil of war wos called, and on the eflernoon of Heptemher 5th
the following instructions waere sent to Drigadier-Goneral Hunhum
Massy, thon commanding ihe Knrram Field Fovee at the Peiwnr
Kotal#:—

“Trom the Quarter Master Goneral in India fo Drigadior-

Goeneral D. Masuy, connending Kuramn Field Foreo ; datod
Simla, 5th Soptembor, 1879,

“Move 23rd Pionoors, 5th Ghoorkas, and Monntain Train 1o
Shutargardan, erest of pass; o entrench themsolvey thore wnd
awalb orders.  Ten days’ supplics.”

In uccovdames with those instructions, Swinley's Mountain
Battery of six 7-pounder guns, escorled by the Dioncers and
Ghoorkes, moved wpon the Shutargardan, which was vesupiod

¥ This telegraw 38 of some importance, as showing the quichnaws with whirh tha
Vigeray and the military anthoritios vecognized the neessuity of seiring (hn Slintnrymdan
before the Gabul troops or the local fribesmen could oconpy tho Pass in strengsth,

N
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without opposition on the TIth of Seplember. Colonel Currie, of
the 23rd Proneers, commanded this small fovee.  The 7%ud High-
Tanders wad the Sth Ponjady Tnfantry followed in o few days to
seenro e road hetween Al Khoyl and the Pass, whilo the 7Tih
sompany of Bengal Sappors and Miners was ovdered up from
Shulozan (uear Kmiraw) to improve the road beyond the Shutwe-
gurdan,  In the menntime, the following appointments had been
mady :—CGolonel Macyregor to bo Chief of the Staff to Major-
Goneral Hir Frodorick Rolierts, Commanding the Fovee ; Trigadier-
Genernl Muepherson, C.0., V.C,, 1o eommand the 1st Tufantvy
Brigade ; Brigadior-General T2 D, Baker, ¢.B., to command the
2ud dnfantry  Brigudo; Brigadier-Gonoral  Dunham Mussy, to
sommand tho Cavalty Brigado; and Brigadier-General Huagh
Gongh, C.1,, V.0., 1o bo Road Commandant. On September 126h
Genornl Roborts arrivod at Ali [Kheyl.  On the 13th Goneral
Bakor took eommad of the troops in tho Shutargurdan ; which
Pags, by tle 18tk of the month, was held by the troops whieh had
woved up oviginally, togather with the whole of the 72ud High-
landers and the Tth Company of Sappers and Miners,  The posi-
bion was strougly entvenchiod and overy proeantion taken ngainst a
gurpriso by the nelghbowring teihes.

Having secured the Shubergardan, Sir Proderick Roborbs casb
aboub for moans bo complele hin teansport, it boing intonded to
move 6,000 men wpon Cabul with as Jitblo delay as possible.
With the usunl eavelessmoess which mavks the operations of Tndian
armics, and perhaps with, o dosire lo ewtail oxpondituro, the
transport of the Iurenm Valloy Meld Farco had, upon Covagnmi's
tdeparbaro for Gabal, Loon allowed 4o dwindle down lo insignificant
proportions.  There were in the Yalley, when the nows of the
Mugsuero was vovoived, only 1,500 muley, 500 sickly eamels, and
800 prek-bullocks,  These woero jush sullitient to eunblo the Cop-
missarint Doparbmont to fornish snpplios to the winter garvison
of the Valley. Withont loss of timo ull the wyailable animals in
Poshawr and nonr tho {routier wore oxdoved to bo sent o Ali
Kleyl, and eventually the srmy was provided with almost 2,000
mttles, bobweo 700 sud 800 camely, snd npwards of 600 bullocks.*

* (n Octoher 116h, a6 Cabul, the tetuiny were : —Muley, 1,078 5 owmels, 475 ; bul-
Tools, GO4 3 nnd 250 yabos (ponics pavehased fn Cabal),
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The Gajis, Turis, and locul Ghilzais woro induced to sond in
animaly with drivers, and this * local corviage” was of greab ser-
vice. Padghah Khan, the most influentinl of the Ghilzai chicls,
declared himgelf willing to id us in tho colluetion of supplics, and
Liis friendslip ot this eritical rmoment wus all-mportant, — Ou tho
14th of Soptember the Nawab Sir Gholam Jlasswn Khan, who had
starbed from Candshar to join Cavagnari ab Cabnl, venchod the
Shutergardan,  He lLad heard news of the Massacre aiul had
turned off the Ghuzni Rond and made for our most advaneed post.
Tho fact of Lis non-molestation on the road proved that tho Logar
Valley was quiet, and this was confirmed by a FOCONDIHARILEO O
the 16th, whon Goeneral Buker woenb as far as tho Hhinhui Kotal,
Lalf-way between Kushi and the Shubargardan.  On the 24nd
the Mangals to tho number of 200 or 80U, raided npon u sl
convoy earrying tolograph stores near Iaratiga, onsb of tho Pags,
killed six sepoys of the escort (originally only cleven men), ond
twenty-one coolies and linesmen, Thoy also succeeded in carrying
off sighty-four mules. This showed that our convoys would probahly
be attacked daily, and General Buker ordered thub no oscort should
be less than twenty-five armed men to (00 transporl animals,

CITAPTER TI.

Letter from the Amir—Baker's Advanee to Kushi—Arival of Yakub Khan in the
British Camp—The State of Oabul—DExeitement alony the Line of Communiention
—Deperiure of the Tast Convoy from Ali Kheyl--Nurow Ngenpe of Sir T,
Boberts—The Amirs Attompt {o delay the Advance—Durbar al Kushi Tho
Advanes ordered—Instructions to the Troops.

Tne news of the preparations at Ali Wheyl and the Shulnrgardan
reached Cabul very rapidly, and a lotber from Gonoral Roberbs 1o
the Amir was also safely received. In reply Yakub Khan wrolv
a4 follows :—

¢« To (lenaral Roberts. I have received your leftor of 4l Tth,
and was much plessed, I fully unnderstood what wag wrilton,
Complete confidence was restored, and a sense of relief folt In the
friendship showu by the Vieeroy, as my progperity found favour in
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his sight. I am dreadfally distressed and grieved at the rocent
ovont, hut there s no fighting against God’s will, 1 hope to in-
flich sueh punishment on the ovil-doers as will be known world-
wide ; and 1o prove my sincerity, I havo twice written on thig
subject, and tho thivd time by my confidential servant, Sher
Mubwmmad Khan, T now writo to say that for theso cight duys
Fhave preserved mysell nud fumily by the good offices of those
who wero friendly to me, partly by bribing, partly by conting the
robels.  Home of tho Cavalry 1 huve dismissed, and night and
day am considering how to pud matters siraight. Ploase God, the
mulinecrs will soun meeb with the punishment, they dosorve, and
wy affvirs will be arranged lo the satisfaction of the British
Goverument,  Certain porsons of high position in these provinees
have beeomo vobollions ; but £ wm watching earefally and closoly
every quartor. T have done all I conld to ensure the Nawab
Glulam Hussain’s snfoly. 1 Least to God for the opporlunity of
showing niy sineero fricudship for the British Crovernmont, and
for reeovering my good name before the world,”

Lho Amir's anxioly, or porhaps terrov it should be ealled, had
reachod a elimax at this time.  On the one hand were the Sivdars
who had thrown in their lob with {he mulinous troops, and were
trying o persunde him to mise o jelad, or religions war ; and, on
the othor, General Hoborbs aud his army, already on the move from
Al Kheyl, With the idea thal ho might save his capital from
destruetion, o, an was afberwards suggested, that he might delay
our advaneo until tho tribesmen had assombled al Cabul, Yokub
KTian resolved upon Lthrowing himself into the British camp, and
claiming sucl profoction ag we conld nfford. Before doing this
he sent two wembers of the Cabul Durbar 1o Ali Kheyl, viz., the
Mustaul Halibully Khan and the Wazir Shah Mohammad, or,
68 wo should doseribe them, his Chencellor of the Exchequor
nud his Prime Ministor.  Thoy bore a letier in which their sove-
veign annonneed Lis intention of flying from Cobul and placing
himself i General Rohorts’s hands,  Beforo this took place, how-
overy the advange fow the Shubargardan bud begun, Geuoral
Buker having pushed fovward (ho troops ab his dispossl in the
following order.

On 2dth  September.~Four gmnnz No, 2 Mounlain Dattery.
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12th Bengal Cavalry. Ono company 72ud Ilighlanders,  5ih
Ghoorkas,

On 25t September.—-A Royal Morse Artillery. Soven eom-
panies 72nd.

On 26t September,—Two gung No. 2 M. B, 23rd Pioncers,
7Tth Company Bengal Spppers. Six companios 5th Punjeb
Tufuntry.

On 27t September —14th Bengal Tancers,

On 28th September.—One squadron Yih Lancers.  Sth Punjab
Cavalry. 92nd 1lighlandors,

On tho 27th, Hir F. Roberts had moved his head-quarters from Ali
Kheyl westwards, and on thoe same day the Amir, with n considor-
able escort, arvived at Wushi. Ho was reecived wilh ovory mark
of respeet, and u guard of honour, furnished by the $2ud High-
landers, was placed at his tent.  flis camp was pitched ab o libtlo
distance from the Dritish avmy.

Having joined General Roberts at AL Kheyl on the ovenivg of
September 26th, T may take up the story of the advanee from abiout
that poriod. T will therefore give my letiory ns they wero published
al the time :—

A Ky, 28tk September,

The unoxpectod news of the arvival of the Amir Yaknb Khan
at Kushi last night has been reecived with gonernl satisfuction,
as afllaivs ave much simplified as regmds the military position,
There bas been much doubt all along ay fo thoe sineerity of
Yakub’s protestations, and it was not casy to determino iho lino
of action when Cabul should be finally reached. But tho Amir’y
authority has plainly erumbled fo the dust in hig capilal; and, if
not & fogitive, he must have come ag a supplisut Lo us to rein-
state him on the throne, al tho samo time thal we avengo the
Massacre of the Embassy. It seems far more probable, howovor,
that ho is a fugitive; for it is stated that Cabul i in o slale of
anarchy, which can only mean that the populance have fealornived
with the mulinous troops snd have driven out o sovereiym who ld
made terms with the Kalivs. If this o veully so, the fate of the
vity, in ense any opposition is shown when our army moves for-
ward, should be sealed, The only sxgument an Afghan undorstands
is divect and severe punishment for offencos commitied, and the
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punishment should now be dealt oul without stint, even if Cobul
has to be saeked, Nob a man in the foree thab is now about to
maho Lhe inel advance would fecl other than the keenest plensure
in seoing Gabul burn, for it is hopeless to expeet an armed rabble,
such as thal which now holds the cily, to show a steady [ront
when Genernl Roberts’s army  closes with  them. They lack
Leaders to diveel their movemonts, nud though army and ammu-
nibion may bo plentifol in their midst, their organizalion iz abowt
equal to that ol a Europoan mob suddenly placed in power afer
a long poriod of strict governmnont.  Theiv capacity for migehict
is ng limited ag that of any otlwr rabble, for their fulure move-
maenty wee all dependond apon owside nfluonces, 1€ lofl Lo thwir
own will, thoy would probably split wp into factions, of which tho
strongont would oventually sweep nway wll vivals 5 bul when menaced
by a stronger powor, they must cithor disgolve, or by sheer doggod-
ness atbompl 1o dispule possossion of that which they have gained.
Tho Cabul mutineers are nob of o type which *“die hut never
purronder,” and although thoy may risk o brosh wilh the British
foreos, thoy will modh Likely seek safety in fight before any severe
theashing ean bo given them. It will bo mosb aggravaling if this
proves bo bo the ease, bub until the Amir has explained in dotail
tha conrse of eveuls from the time of Hiv Louis Cavagnari’s death,
an oxach estimabe of tho position st Cabul cannot be arvived atb.
T conferenco which is surebo toke place with Siv Frederick Roberls
in v day ox bwo will sebito what course is to bo taken, and it is to
bo hoped no undne tendorness will he shown in Inying down the
lines upon which the poligy of the next fow woeks is Lo bo earriod
forward, By Wodnesduy ol the Iutest a completely equippod foree
of over 6,000 men will be at Kusbi, sud on the lollowing moring
the marel will hegin,  Sunday noxt should sce the Britivh troops
oncamped before Cabul, and then will begin the punishment, of o
¢ity which is only connecbed fn the saddost way with the expansion
of vur powor in Asin.

e Weedorick Boberle did nob veach Karatiga, his frsh mareh
from horo, yestorday, without » warning ilab the tribos sre
determined to do misehiol so fur au lios In their powar, Tho .
warning wag eonveyed in the practicsl way of his party being fived
upon at Juji Thens in tho Hozars Darakht defile near the end of
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the journcy, and I am sorry bo say Dr. Townsond was hil in the
face, and is reported lo be severcly wounded,  As tho telegraph
line has sinee been cub wo have nob been heen ablo 1o learn full
purbienlars of the atbaek, or with what loss the asailants wers
driven off. No olber casualtios ocenrred in General Roberls’s party,
but a detachment of the Sed Siklss, who were sent down from {1ho
Shutargardan to palrol the road, were not so fovbunate.  They
woro attacked by w lavge Dbody of fribesiaen aud lost five wmen.,
Thore has been considorable excitement all along the Hue from
Thull 1o Shulargardan during the last forty-oight hours, ns reports
of intonded atlacks by Mangaly and Zainulhes have been sontb in
by friendly villagers,  The camps at Ali Khoyl, the Poiwar Kolal,
Kurram, &e., avo very weakly gunarded now, ag so many {roops
Liwve boen sent on, and thin fael is evidenily known Lo the tribes,
who are bent upon mischicf, It iy lmpossible o forelell when un
attack will bo made; but so serious did the chanee seem yostors
day, of large numbers of the Mangals coming down in this
divection, that the G7th Foot, who were to marelr Lo-duy fov
Koratign, have been deotained. It was fully oxpoeted that tho
Peiwar Kotal would have been attacked last night, and uy only
two companios of the 8th Regimeut were theve, the chanes of
a smart fight was looked mpon as cortain. Bul nolhing cumo
of the alarm, so far as I can lemrn, and (he post will Do
sirenglhened by men from Kurram, a8 soon as possiblo,  The
81sb N.I. must now bo well on its way bo the Valley, and as
soon as il awvives, hetter arrangements can be made Lo protect
the camps. The Mungals are said 1o have wsked pernssion
from a friendly t2ibe in the valley between this and Peiwar Kolal
to pags through their torvitory, and this roquesh ean only havo
been made with o view {0 lLarass our communications. Tha
camps are 80 large—having hitherto been gurrigonod by congi-
derable bodics of men—that with redueed strength conuandanls
can seaveely be expeeted to guard overy yard of swwyar™ thiat ling
been raised for defence.  'With the 85th Foot and the 814l N.1.
availeble for use from Kurram to the Shutargardan all would bo
well, but the dato of their avxival here is uncertain. 1 do nol
think, howuvey, that theso petty annoyances will hinder the all-
¥ Breastworks buils with stones, greatly in voguo in Myhaniston.
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important advance upon Cabul, as Goneral Roberts’s army will be
Ko equipped as to be able to operate independently for some
time to como. W is too strong to foar anything thut may be in
Tronl, and onco ou the move the reality of our progress to Cabul
will present ilsolf in very striking colours 1o the restless tribes.
The efforts of the moollulis, who lave unquestionably been at
work for somo time, may bring aboul results which will eause
much troublo to our garrisons, but beyoud this there is nothing to
be feared.  Tho ensuing winter will probably seo an expedition
on o large sealo against the Mangals and Zalmnklts, for when
onee the passes aro closed botween this and Calul there will Lo no
necessity for stulionary camps, aud six or eight regimonts, with a
due complement of artillory, may mareh into the Mangal and
Khost conntry, and onco for all soltle old seores with the tribes
thnt have go troubled us.  Neaver Thull the road is by no means
sulo, anothor man having been killed on the Kafir Kotal hetween
our {rontier station and the Lest post westwards,  Thoe cowardice
of tho aggailants i3 w0 marked thoat the post bags and convoys are
Toft untouched, bthough tho escorly are very small.  There scems
ab preseut no plan in the atbacks that are male, thongh assem.
blies of 2,000 or 3,000 mon are reporled to have taken place
wnong the maorve resolubo seetions of the Mangsls.,  Tho Ilazars
Darukht defilo iy tho fuvowdle spot ab which wltacks ave made,
the diftienltics of the voad rondering rapid passage impossible.
Tho 67th loot march to-morrow worning for Karatiga, and if
allncked in the usual place they will doubtless give a very good
account of themsolves,  Thoy ave escorting ammunition and bag-
gage, bub oven with those cneumbrances they will huve strength
enongh lo hundlo very roughly any number of assailants.

IKanantua, 29t September.

Tiarly this morning tho final complements of the Cabul Field
Ttoree Tofl Ali Kheyl, and they bavoe now reached this post, which
i near the foob of the Shutergardan, To-morrow thoy proceed o
Kushi, and then the army which i to march upon Cabul wid the
Lognr Valley will bo completo. As carly as throe o'clock this
moruing the treops began to turn oub in the npper and lowor
camps nb Ali Kheyl, and as there was o largo conyoy t6 be max-
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shalled, all officors weve busily ongaged in putbing things ship-
ghape.  Two eompanios of the 67 Foob weve stnrbed off vl an
enrly bour und wurebed to Drebiln, to whiell plieo hall'n dozen
elephants, under an eseort of two companios of the 218t PN,
Lad been gent the previous evening.  Bofovo dayheeank the troops
bega to move o of AL Klieyl,  They conuisted of the remaine
der of the G7th Fool, and the 2lst PN, G-3 Batlery RO,
two Gatling gnny, and details of various native cavalry reginwnls,
Tn all thers wero about 1,300 moen, and the couvoy iteell consisled
of about 1,500 Iuden animals, camcly, males, bullocks, and
ponies. Desides the baggage of the lroops mumreliing, thero was o
large quantity of ammunition heing sent ap, and il was @ mabler
of no little anxicly to gel all well forwnrd,  Goneral Maepherson
wag in command, and among the other oflicers going on wore
Colonel Maegregor, Geueral Hugh Gough, and Colonel Hentheolo,
Chisf Transport Offiecr. Lt took shoub four hours to siart tho
whale lue, bub onco on the move little timoe wag lost.  The roud
lies up a viver bed, and the sirenm hadlo bo erogsed wd reerossed
times innumerable. In many places nothing bub o mero brack
over stones and boulders was fortheoming, and tho PICO Wil LOeOH-
parily slow. The 67th ion wmarched in such line form, tlat
halts had frequently to bo called in order 1o onable the bagunge
animals to close up, for it was qaile possible thal an ablack iu
foreo might be made upon the convoy by the Mangals, The oceur-
rence ol Maturday, in which five of the 8rd Sikhs wore killed, and
Dr. Townsend, of General Boberts’s stall, wounded, has shown
that the loeal tribes had come down ; and it was not unlikely thal
they wounld attempt {o ent so long wline as thal which had to ho
formed between Al Kheyl and Karatiga, Aceordingly Goneral
Macpherson so arranged tho escort thal armed men wero sentiored

from end to end of the convoy, in addition tn there being a strong

advanced guard of the 67ih, wnd an equally strong hody of the

21st P.NI in vear. Oun the troops [rown Ali Khoyl venching

Drekila—a post on the voad overlooked by sowme enviously shapod

peaks, rain-svornt so as to resemble rudely an artificial fortifiention,

with a suspicion of stunted minarots thrown in—itho elophanis

were started ofl, and the main body of the couvoy followad, the

gung with their escort halting for an lLour. Then thoe wholo line
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was again pub in motion, and the Hazara Darukht defile was made
for.  This defilo is cortainly one of tho worst that troops could
ever hopoe to pasy in the thee of an enomy.,  The roud still follows
tho river hed, which is shat in by steep hills elothed with fx-irees,
offering splendid covor.  Thoe hifls nre so precipitons that i wounld
he impossiblo in many places for men to seale them, and a havnd-
fl of rewolule soldiers comld eheck an army with bub little
troulle. Tt wns nhout Jaji Thana, two or three miles from Kara-
tiga, that an attack was expeeled, and it was there that General
Robeets had been fived upon, batb singularly cunougl the greater
part of the couvoy had reuched the eamping ground before a shot
was firod.  Then a small parby of fribesmen appeared, and though
they succeeded in searing a fow sownrs they rolired vory smartly
when the oscort oponed five, A company of the 5th N.J. doubled
out of the post heve when the alarm was given, hut their aid was
not needed.  The whole eonvoy ab the time T am writing (9 po)
is now safely enenmpod here, and carly to-morvow i will move
on to Kushi,  The battery of artillevy was to have made {he Shn-
targnrdan this ovening, bub they arrived too late for the march o
be attenpted,  To-night strong piequets are posted on the hills
which command Knrntigs on theeo gides, and we have made our-
golves ug cowmlortuble ag possible.

1 i unlikely, however, that any atlempt will be mado to harass
ud, a8 tho Wangaly recoived n sovere enstigntion on Saturday,
The explanation of the fiving upon General Roberts and his stafl
on that day iy vory simplo. A large party of tribesmen eut
the telegrapl wire near Juji Thana, almost within sight of
Karatign fort, and then weiled in awbush for the party sont
oub to replace the wive.  This party was guneded Dy twelve of
the Sud Sikhs, and no soonor lLad they reached the point where
ihe Line had been end then they were fired upon from o high
woodod Lill on theiv vight, One sepoy was killed al the fivst
volloy, and while diroeling theiv five 1o tho hill the men wore
atbacked in resy by somoe Muangals who lhad previously crossed
tho rond.  Four Sikhe were killed in all, and as the hills wervo
meneming with men, o party of ciglteen of the 9%nd High-
landers, ander Colour-Soergeaut Tiecior Maedouald,®* and forty-

+ Yeooived o commission for Uit and sther aots of hravery,
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five of the 8rd Sikhs were hwrriedly sont ont. The enemy
were very strong, but the Ilighlanders gob thew well within
range, and it i3 ealeulnted that at least thirty were Ralled aud
many more wounded. They were driven over the hills in full
rotront,  Another large party fited a volley ab General Roberty
and his party, of whom Dr. Townsend was wonnded.  The
Gronernl had only with him the head-quarters of the Cavahy
Brigado, a squadvon of the 9th Taneors and tho Stl Punjub
Cavalry, as ho was riding hard to vonch tho Shutargardnu, bul
very fovtunately twenty-live men of the 92ud Highlunders, who
had been sent from Kavalign 1o aet an iy advanee gnwrd, joined
him near Jaji Thana.  These and some dismounted Lancory held
the Manguls in ehock until the 28th Panjel Infantry, on bagoane
guned in rear, eamne up and ecleared the heights,  To-day there
was vo lavge galhiering, ag T have said, hub tho narrow eseape of
our General mado us extrn vigilant,

Cavre Kugrr, 1st October.

The whole of the Cabul TField Force has passed beyond the
Shatargardan, and to-morrow morning ab eighl o’clock tho roal ad-
vance upon Cabul beging, General Massy is now nb Zovghun Shahw,
eight wiles from here, with the 19k and I4th Bengal Covaley,
two guns RILA., two companies of the 72nd ighlandors, and
the 5th P.N.I.  Gemeral Buker's and Genernl Muepherson's
brigades will join him, and General Sir F. Roberls and hoad-
quarters, accompaniod by the Awir and his rotinue, will also
slart for this advanced camp to-morrow. The force will thon Lo
eoncentrated, and the three wnarches which rvemnin 1o be mado
before Cabul comes in sight will take placo without delny.
Bunday, the 5th,™ will see ug before tho wally of fhe eity, hut
whether sevious opposition will bo encountered iy anite a watder
of conjecture.  The latest nows here is, that tho fouy veginoeuly
sent Ly the Amir to quell the rebollion in Badakeliny aro roboarning
in hot haste to Cabul, but their feclings are noi known, I H
only reasonable, however, to suppose that thoy are anxions {o sharo
in the display of hearty enmity against the Dritish, aud it this boe

¥ This expectution was o very faiv one wb the time, bui the mevitablo fxanwpin)
diffienlbies acourred and the halb had to be ealled,
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g0, thero will be aboul eleven regiments to Do e, excluding
arbillery and cavalry, which do not eount for much. At the oul-
side there would bo 5,000 regular infantry; and as our foreo
consisls of over 6,000 men of all arms, any opposition” the
mubineers may make eannob be of long dwralion. 1f they
obslinately eling 10 Cubul and defend it according lo the best of
their ability, thoe city may perhaps take us gome days to capluve ;
but it would be fenrful wealmoss on thoir part 1o allow themselves
to bo eaged within walls from which there can be no cseape. The
Amir, who is sbill in eunp here, hind an interview with Sir F.
Roberts thig ovening, snd pleaded that nothing should be done
hastily, evideuntlly feuring thal his eapital stood a vervy fair chance
of buing destroyed.  Dut the present temper of our policy runs
directly contrary to all delay, and it wag uscless to urge that there
wore many waverers in Cabul who had nob you joined the mutinecrs,
but who were deterrod by fonr from altempling to favour the cause
of othorg—which In this cuse is the canse of an Amir who has
thrown himsell into the arms of a lale enemy. Sir T. Toborte
told the Awir distinetly thal not even o day's delay wonld toke
plaee, and that to-morrow would sco tho whole army ou the way
1o Cnbul.  [n deference, howevor, o the Amir’s wishes, a pro-
clamation would be issuad and cireulated in advaneo, in whieh all
licge subjects of the Amir wonld be asked to declare themselves,
and due nolice of punishmont bo given to such as continued
robellions. At this announcement the Amir sud his nolbles seemed
mueh pleased, thougl it value may prove practically nil, If
Jabud has not beon sacked by the mutineers, bat is still held by
them, it would be o dungerous matber for the Amiv's adlerenls to
come ont, as they would inevitably be ent down ag traitors. Asa
tost of Lhe disposition of the eitivens, it may bo uscful in deter-
ring the soldiers from attompting to defend the place, ag their
position would be nntenable were the fecling of the people shown
to Do agninsl them,  From all points of view it is obviously to
the advaniago of enr poliey that Cabul should be quickly veeupied :
on tho one hand, {0 punish the mulineers severely, if, in the heut
of thedr fanaticism, they resolve to fight; snd, on tho other, to
provont, it boing looted, if they consider it safer to load themselvos
with booty and make for goma of the independent khauates,
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As a sign of the timoes, it must be noliced that Wali Mahomed
Khan®* and his Fiends, who lreasure up the baditions of Dosl
Mahomed’s rale, have loft Cabul in order nob Lo he implieated in
any aetions of the rebellious troops, and aro now al Korehum Bhalwe.
They form wnquestionably a powerlul faetion in Cabal, mnd it will
poerhups be a diflicult matber o Keep them from indriguing, if they
soe that Yekab Ihan is suspeeted ol treachory by the it
When Genorsl Roberts met Wali Maliomed yesterday, the Sivdar
wag most profuse in hig professions of fviendship s but il was plain
that the friendship was dietated by self-inlevesl,  The furn of the
wheel may, in Walli Mahowoed’s own opinioun, throw Yahuh Khan
onb of power, and o new vulor must bo east wboud for. Ruely o
ruler would only govern wnder the shadow of our weug, and to
mech ng hall-way hofore the erisis conmes is a deep nfroke of poliey.
How far it will sueeced no ono ¢an yeb totl, but owr faith i the
Amir go fur is nol sulficiently shakeu to juslily Mie countenaneing
of a pretender. Wali Mahomed was ovdorsd o vemain with
(eneral Massy in the camp ab Kerglhun Shale, il fo worrow T
and Yalal Khan may meet, and muoel diserclion will he neediad
to keep np a show of muicable velubionship belween thom,  The
story of 1l Massacre Lag yob 1o bo wifled tu all iy defails,
Wali Mahomed may bo among the wilnosses eited {o pive evideneo,
With Yakub IChan and his siedars in Kushi, sad Wali Malunned
and hiy followers only eight miles away, 1ho position & dolieato
one, and it will ho interesting to wulelh its developmont,

from what 1 ean learn, the following would seem 10 nve been
the ovder of things ab fhe so-called Dwrbar on Noptanber 2040,
At 11 s Siy Frederick Roberts nnd the priveipnl ofticors of
his divisional staff (with whom was Goneral Hille, G5, VL),
rode to that parb of ihe camp whoro tamds ld heen pitohed
for the Amir's use. The voleran Daoud Bhali mal the party,
and afler genoral hand-ghaking eondueted them indo the durbay
tend where the Awmir was weiting,  Tho wsual formal eopes
monies and inquiries weve gono through, and Hie Frodorick
Roberbs then lefl, AL four oolock in the aftornoan the Amiy
with the bheir-apparent and his sivdars velurned tho visil, A
guard of honour of the 92nd Gordon Ilighlandors wes Qe

* A son of Dost Mabomed Khan, and thevefare wnele of Yalab ¥l
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up to rcecive him; the band played, and every attention was
seritpulously shown.  There were many British oflicors from the
various regimenls presont, who watched rvather eritically tho dis-
play of ceremonind politeness which, as a mattor of cowrse,
followed.  The Amir wag lost in adiiration of his guard of
honour, and he may well bo pardoned for his carnest study of the
men : the Gordon Mighlanders are in physique and bearing per-
feet specimens of British soldiers., When the visit came to an
end the Amir mounied his horse (one of those presented to him
al Gundanak), and rode to lis own camp, oniside the DBritish
lines.  The band of tho Gordon Llighlanders followed him and
played bofore his ient, and dircetly aftervards ho wus visited by
Grenernls Baker and IMills.  Several ofiteers alse strolled down Lo
the eamp and found muel foud for amusemont in the demeanonr
and contunee of the 300 horsenen who formn the escort of Yalkub
Khan. These include sueh novelties as mounted Highlandovs,
who rido madly whout camp on the least provoeation. Al dusk a
guard of the 72nd llghlanders, ander a British officer, wag
monuted over tho Amir's tent, and the same attention has beeu
paid to him day and night siveo, Tt is o sign of our loving-
kindness towards him, and of our deep ansicty that his personal
safoty should bo pssnrod,  After Luving como to us as a gnest, it
would be tho height of inhospitality not to show him all honour,
whatever little accounts muy have to bo soltled hercafter in our
ennp ab Cuhul,

Tho following order has heon issued by Sir I, Roberts & —

“ The Goverminent of India having deeided that the Kurram
Tield Foreo shall proeced with all possible despateh to Cebul in
response of 1is Highness the Amir’s appeal for aid, and with the
object of avonging the dustavdly murder of the British Ropresenta-
tive snd biw oneorl, Sie 17, Roborts fools suro that the troops under
his command will respond to this eall wilh a delormination fo
prove themselves worthy of the suered duty entrusted to them,
and of the high repulalion they have maintained during the rocent
compaign,  The Major-Goneral need address no words of exhorta-
tion fo soldiors, whose courage and fortitudo have been so well
proved,  ‘Lho Afghan dribes are numorous but without ovganiza-
tion, the rogular svmy is undiseiplined and whatever may be the

a
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disparity in numbers, such foes can never bo formidablo to 1Tor
Majesty’s troops.

« Phe dictates of humanity require that o distinetion should bo
made between the peacenblo inhabitants of Afghanistan and the
treachovous wmurderers for whow a just retribution Iy in slore, and
Sir ¥. Roberts desivos to impress on all ranks the necessily fov
treating the inoffensive population with justice, forbearanco, and,
clemeney. The future comfort and well-being of the foree depend
Targely on the fiiendliness of our relations with the distriels from
which our supplies must be drawn; prompb payment is enjoined
for all articles purchased by departments and individunls, and all
disputes must be at ones veferved to a political officer for deeision.

“ The Major-General confidently looks forward to the succonsful
accomplishment of tho objects of the expedition and the re-
estallishment of order and a settled governmont i Afghwnistan,”

As regards the military porition here, it i searecly necossnry o
ennmerate the regiments now on the ground, ag, with the exeoplion
of those nt Zerghnn Shabr, under General Musey, all the troops
detailed for the Cabul Tield Force arve now mustoved roady for
the mareh. The maveh of the 67th Foot, 21st N.L,, G-8, R.A,,
and the Gatling gnns from Karaliga to Kushi ocoupied two days,
Greneral Macpherson considering it wise 10 halt the 1,500 bagenao
animals on tho Bhatargardan last night and give them an oxiea
feed, 80 as to prepare them for future hard work, This was an
excellont idea, for the poor bensts are in the worst condition, and
good food can alone make them equal to the heavy louds thoy have
to corry. The Bhutargardan is indeed a bleak wilderness even
now, and the rond which descends to the bed of the river wounll
try the stamina of the best pack animals in the world.  Uhe thin
line of the convoy was, however, worked safely down, and all dny
it wound ils slow length along throngh narrow gorges, over tho
stony river bed, up tho steep Shinkai Kotal (surcly the most
desolate spot in all the desolation of Afghanisian), and thoueo
along the broad road traversing the open plain, which spreads ont
in stony barrenuess from the foot of the mountains.  Thero wos
a large amount of ammunition being brought up, and so joulons
were we of the valuable Doxes, that speelal guards wore told off {0
all animals carrying them. Bub nothing wag scen of sy hostilo
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clansnien until lalo in the covening, when a few shots were fired,
pud some marnndary snecceded in carrying off {hree mules, Tak-
ing info consideration the length of line of tho convoy and the
diffieutty of The way, suelr o loss is mogt insignificent, althongh
every brute thab ean boar o load i now of exceptional value, It is
belioved that tho larger hodies of Mungals and indopendent
(thilzais who had assembled on the route have dispersed to their
homas, and only stray robbers are now about. These, howevor
are enpablo of mueh mischief. A syco was shot through the leg
yosterday, and soveral ecamp followers havo been eut up.

This camp will ho broken up to-morrow, as all the troops aro
undor ordery to Ieave for Zorghun Shabr, and lor the noxl fortnight
or #o no attomph will be made to keep up the line of communica-
tion between the advancing foreo and the old Kurvam stations,
Holiogrums of courso will o gout hy Captain Straton’s sipnallers,
and the post will o epvried a8 vegulnly as the conditiony of the
ranner sevviee permiby, but beyoud {his we shall be in owr own
Titble world, self-contained, and self-sapporting.  As mueh local
carriage as possible hag Leen hivod, and the influonee of {he Amir
upon neighbouring villages has boen froely exereised.  Grain paid
as tribmto hap also como in, and this has been hinuded ovor to the
Commissaring, which lns also purebased lwrgely of all who avo
willing to sell, AL present all is favourablo Lo o rapid and suceess-
fal ndvance.  Tho days aro clear and warm, and a bright moon
renders night surprives impossiblo,  The weathor is so mild thab
the emmnp-followers ean Jive in comfort without additional warm
clothes boing servod ont, and the whole foree is vory healthy, To
gy thal the mon are auxious to advanee and ave all in high spirits
is searcely nocossary,  They are too good matorial to veed any
guch prajso,
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CITAPTER ILL

The March to Zerghun Shahr—Proclamalion to the People of C.Lbu]w'.l‘.h? Cognpnuihun
of the *‘ Avenging Army"—~March to Sufed Sung— Transporb l)ll]l('ll[“(ih“”(m:
tility of Villagors—Mareh to Charasia—Cavalry Reconnadstancs —~The Vutile of
Charasia—~Defeal of the Afghans.

ZenonuN Smatr, Qud Octobay,

Tre camp ab Kushi was all astir carly this morning, fov it was owr
first day's march, and the capacily of our baggage wnimals had
yeb to be tested. Tt is true we Lad ouly to march eight wiles to
Zerghun Shahr, where General Magsy had been in cunp for
sowme days; bub still there wero large quantitios of sloros and
ammunition to be moved.  General Buker's Brigade was the Gt
to move, and at eight o’clock they lollowed in iho wake of tho
5th Punjub Cavalry, which was ordered io cover thoir froni and
flanks, The grealest anxicty was rogarding the hogauge, I the
artangements were well made by the trausport oflicors, and ay
the animals had an easy voad to follow the miareh was o vory
satisfactory oue.

With one or two exceplions the line was well kept, and ho
baggnge veached its destination pretty rapidly. The fHth 1,0,
advanced as if in a counlry Ewarming with onemios, the advaneo
guard being thrown out a mile in front, snd Hoankers working ou
either hand over the stony hills which (raversed the plain, ol
lowing the cavalry were F-A, RH.A., o small party of signallors,
the 25rd Pioneers, the 72 Higlhlanders, No. ¥ Monnlain Batlory,
ath P.I, one company Sappers and Mivers, Buaggago, Finld
Hospital, Engincer Park, 5th Choorkas (as rear-guacd), and n fow
troopers of the 5th P.C,  All the troops lookad very (i, wnd iy
marched with an #lan that could not be mistakon, Tho road
taken was over the stony plain which extends for two or threo
miles on either haud, and the march was absolutely without,
incident.  Zerghon Shobr was renched bolore hoon, the troops
halting for half an Lour ahout four wmiles ont, and the vegiments
filed off to their camping grounds on the open plain.  The village
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lies a fow hrndeod yards to the west of tho road, and is of very
smull dimensions. A running stream supplics the eamp with
watbor, the principle of the Awrez (the sinking of u continuous line
of wells, conneebed by an undevgronnd channel, earrying the
wator o a lower level) having been lavgely applied. With the
excopbion of the fruit trees in the village there is no vegctation
anywhoro to bo scen, and the country is uecarly & repetition of
ihat previously passod over; bare hilly looking down upon stony
plaing which do nothing but refleet the sun’s rays upon unlucky
travellors.  Tho desolato aspest of evorything is most distressing,
b wes are hoping for bellor thingd aftor another mnreh,

To relurn 1o the mareh from Kushi: Ueneral Macpheraon’s
Brigade left ab ton o’clock, Siv Fredorick Roberts and  stall
starting aboul an hour Inter.  With them was the Amir and his
Birdurs, who could nob fail to be impressed with the compaciness
and fibness for any kind of work of the soldiers beforo him,
Tovery offort wag mado, too, Lo keop the baggngn animals well
togother under strong eseorts, so as to show His Highness that
our arnty wag uob eareless on tho march, and would not lay itsolf
open to wurprise.  When wneh grand rogiments s the 67ih,
T2nd, and 92nd are on the move, it i not likely thore will be any
sluckuesy, for tho men are of the old slamp, and luow what
diseiplineg and smariness mean.  The Amir uwpow arriving here
was shown 1o his encamaping ground, whieh is well away from
that of Wall Mahomod, mesting hotween the iwo at the present
Juneture heing studionsly avoidod.  The camp is overran wilh
wild-looking  Afghans, genorally galloping ot headlong speed
without uny specind objeet in view, and but for the sturdiness of
our sentrioy 1heso mangy horsomen would invade the privacy of
ovon hoad-quarters and hrignde camps,  Our soldiors bear them
no goodwill, pud asually return their look of insolont braggadoeio
with & (rown which oxpressos o good deal. Tommy Atking is on
the whole a very houest sovt of follow, and his iro is now roused
aguinsl these swaggering eowards, who wore in Cabul when our
Brubassy was attackoed, and wonld not raise a finger to aid the
handfal of men who porished. Poor old Daoud Shah is perhaps
ontitled Lo somo litlle respeeh; but for the obhers contemph is
almost, toe good. The Amir is our gnest—a guest perhaps upon
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whom a friendly wateh is kept as a mattor of procaution-—and wo
cannot thercfore give expression to our foclings very frankly, hub
if the Camp were canvessed the gencral opinion would bo one of
rather a strong kind as vegards his vaeillabion and cowardico on
the 3vd of Septewber. Ilowever, he s now in the midst of an
army which will soon be ab the gates of bis eapital, snd then ho
will have to sit down qniebly until our policy is duly shaped-——
this time simply in accordanco with our own aims, and utterly
regardless of his protesialions. He iy now profuse in his thanls
for the proclamation which is to go before us to Cabul; at the samo
time he is doubtful of ite effect upon thoe mutineers. s touo
niight change, perhaps, if he could soo auy way out of his pregond
diffcultics other than that to e made by our hayonets,

The proclamation alluded to was dated Octobor 2nd, aud was
sent off to-day to Cabul. Ti ig as followy 1

* PROCLAMATION To THE Prorri or CaBuL.

“Be it Inown to all that the British army is advaneing on
Cabul to take possession of the city. If it be allowed 4o (o so
peaccfully, well and good ; if not, the city will bo seized by foreo.
Therefore all well-disposed persons who have taken no parl i tho
dastardly murder of the British Embassy or in the Pundor of the
Residency ave warned, that if they are unable to provoud resistuuee
being offered to the entramce of {he Dsitigh army awd o the
authority of His Highness the Amir, thoy should muke inume-
diate nrrangements for their own safety, cither Dy eoming into the
British Camp or by snch other mengures as may seem (i to thow,
And as the British Government does nol make war on women and
childron, warning is given that all women and children should by
removed from the city beyond the regeh of har,  The Drilish
Government desives to treat all classes with Justioe, and Lo vorpoal
their veligion, feclings, and eustorms, while exacling fall vobeibution
from.' offenders, Every effort will thorefore o made 1o provend
the innocent suffering with the guilty, But il is noceskary that,
the utmost precantion should he taken against usoloss opposition,
Therefo;:e, after the receipt of thig proclameation, all persony found
armed in or sbout Cabul will be tronted ag tho onomies of the
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Brilish Governmont; and furthor, it must be clearly understood
that if tho entry of the British force is vesisled, T cannol Lold
mysell responsible for uny aceidental mischief whieh may be done
to persons and proporty, even of well-digposed people who may
have neglectod this warning.

“ BSigned, &e., I, Ropmrrs.”

Two sowars belonging to the 12th Bengal Cavalry, who were
spouding thoir furlongh at Cabul, arvived hero to-day, and report
that the mutineers moean to fight, Weo have just heard of an
unsuecessful  atbuek upon the Shulargardan by Mangals and
Uhilzaig,*

Tho force is now coneontrated, for tho first time, for the march
onward 1o Cebul, Lt is madoe up as follows:—

(/AMJL Bnmn Foror, Ocmonwu 1879.

Other Ranlas,
Brittah
Ottieors,
Ihittah, Notave,
Divisional and Brigadoe Stal .. 60 —_ —
1A, R A, 7 118 -—
G-3, A 7 137 —_
No 2 Mnuntmn Buttely . 3 .- 293
Oth Lnnecry q 118 —
Guh Progah (kl.vuhy 7 — 325
181k Bongul Covaby . [¢ —_ 398
16l Bengal Lnneors - v 7 — 407
G76h Regiment L, 18 486 —_
7ond Ihighlad oy, 23 746 —
22t Thyhlandos ... 17 717 —
S Punjady Infantry vae 8 — 610
2Baul Pronecrs o G e 671
28Lh Punjah Inhmtly . 8 — 638
Bth Ghookas ... 7 — 574
7ih Company hnpp Ty Lmnl Mmma 3 P 93
Two Gdding guns .. v 1 34 —
Total s 192 2,058 8,867

Thore arve sboul 6,000 ¢ followers ™ and some 8,500 baggngo

* The Shutargidan won held by the Brd Sikhe and 21st Punjab Tnfanley with four
goms of No. 1 Mountain Battery. Colonsl Monoy of thoe 8rd Bildis was In command,



2.4 The Afohan War, 1879-—8o0.

aniwmals, Fourteen days’ supplies nre boing earried, with tea and
sugar for two months. Lieatenant-Colonel B. L. Cordon, RILA.,
communds tho artillery (twelve 9-pounder and six 7-pounder guns,
with two Catlings); and Lieulenant-Colonel i, Perkins, R.K., iy
in command of the Engincers. The Cavalry Brigudo is of course
commanded by Goneral Mussy ; while the Tnfantiy are brigadod
as follows :—1st Brigade (Goeneral Macepherson), 676, D2nd High-
landers, and 28th P.1.; 2nd Biigade (General Baker), T2nd High-
landers, 5th Ghoorkas, and Sth P.I. The 25rd Pioncers are uob
atfacked to any particular brigade.

Suren Sava, Zawmasav, ik October,

Yestorday the maveh was continued, and Maepherson's Brigado
with the cavalry reached Sufed Bang in the evoning, aftor a mureh
of neatly fittocu miles. The sanie open plain wag teavevsed, bul there
were more signs of calivation ag the Logar River, which wus Lid-
den from sight at Zerghun Shalr by o range of hilly, was uenrod.
Along its banks are villages scaltered at short intervals, wnd the
orchards of these form a very pleasant reliof 1o the Lhuve barvennons
of the Ghilzal Hills on our right. The Logar River i spanned
by a narrow bridge near Zahidabad village, bub i was found fw-
possible to get wheeled guns acvoss it, and thio ford adjucent to the
bridge was not so shallow ns it should have been, the villagers huving
turned & large volume of water into the siream from a neighbour-
ing irvigation chanmel. This was tho first sign of the Intont lot-
tility of the people in the Logar Valley, but as the maltks (howd
men) of Zahidabad and the near village of Sufed Sang ceme in
and paid their respects, we could do nothing in the way of pi-
ishmont. The troops forded tho river, the buggage boing sonk by
way of the bridge. Some of the men wove swept off {heir foch Dy
the force of the eurrent, bui as the slream was only lifty or sixty
yards in width, no lives were lost, Tho Prineo of Bokha, who
isa refugee ab the Amir's Court, met General Roberls al Zahida
h,,&d' He had}oﬂowed Yakub Khaw's example, and had fled from
Cabul in the night. He reported that the troops wore boing ineibed
to fight by certain disloyal Sirdars, but that no general rising of

the people had taken place: the flight of the Amir bad proventod
any great tribal combination so faz.
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Qur eamping ground 9 in the midst of eultivation, and wo are
hialted here to-day wwailing tho arvival of General Baker s Brigade,
Yesterday it wag found that the cavvisge of the foree was gnite
inadequate Lo envry all tho stores and ammunition, now that the
whole army hud heon concentratod, sud secordingly General Bakor
was ordeveld bo halb his brigado ab Zerghun Shahy for the night
and guard the Commissnriat supplies and the Ordnance park. This
ho did by forming a vade sorl, of langoer, within which the transport
animnds were placed,  Tle was nol molested during the night,
The eall upon the Transport of the Force Lo do doublo work was
angwered with great alnerity by Lioutonant-Colonel Mark Heatheoto
and the officers working wnder him  Afber the heavy march of fifteon
milow the beasts weve woll fod and given w few houry” vest; but at one
o’clock in tho morning all the strongest camels weve paradod and
marchold off 1o Zerghun Shahe, Thaoro thoy were loaded up, and with
ay listle dolay us possible began the return journey to Sufed Sang—
forty-five milen in thivty-sixhours.™  On the previous cvening some
glols had beon firod nenr the Doguy Dridge, but no mischief was
done; and wo look but littlo notico of this oxprossion of onmity,
except to stalion sfrong piequots and warn the sentries to show
exbra vigilener,  This evening, however, o dolermined altack ways
madlo upon the voar-guavd, the villagers of Kull Khoyl and other
hamlets eroeping up, undor covor of darknoss, and hiding themsolves
i nnllichs und behind ovehard walls,  Torluuately they wore badly
armed, and althongh they kepl up o desultory five ab elose guarters,
Major Stockwall of the 720d Highlanders drove them off by firing
volloys and by throwing skirmishers out to prolect his left fank. As
the renr-guard erossed tho rivoy the villagors grew bolder and fol-
lowed thom up protly closoly, but no baggage was lost; and a few
companies boing sont from camp fo hold the bridge the fring died
awny, and now (10 var) all is again quiel. The lalt to-day has
been of servien in enabling us o gel ina fow supplies, bub the
teansport difliculty is a soviong one, ag it is now clear only one
infantry brigade can maveh duily, and the baggage animals wust
be dont back day by duy Lo bring up the stores and roserve am-

* g will show tho difficaliisn Cloworal Rolerts had to contend with, oven in the
fow mavelioy Trom Kushi to Cabul, Tho tansport trmin was; ss ueunl, the weskesh
link in the ehnin, ond everything bad to bo made subservienl to it
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munition, To-morrow General Daker’s brigade will move on o
Charasia, and the 92nd Wighlanders will probably be added bo the
regiments composing it.  There is news to-day from Cabul o tho
effect that the mutinous regiments have not yob lefl, bul are huny
looting the arsenal in the Bala Hissar, whorein are stored many hun-
dred riflog, and an enormous quantity of small-nrn annnunition.

Camp Cranasiy, ik Oclober.

The village of Kuti Kheyl was chiefly responsible for the ablacl
upon Geueral Baker's reur-guard last night, and wo have now u
number of prisoners in owr hands who were caplured in thal
neighbourhood, and who are said to have been eoncerned in the
skirmish, Thiy moruing (Sunday), before striking eanmp, u sunll
force was sent out with two mountain guns, A squadron of env-
alry surrounded Kuti Kheyl, and upon tho 9th Lancors linadly
goiug in, several men showed fight.  Three wore vun through, one
just as he was lovelling his pices at aun officor, and five wore eap-
tured ; two of whom were wounded on thoe hoad with lance-lubls.
The maliks of the village were also brought in, hub were veleased
after receiving o warning as to thelr fubure bohaviowr, Thoe (ve
prisoners were senf on with the advanced guard hove, and wero
tried this afterncon by drum-head eomd-martinl,  One of then
was o sepoy of the Amir’s, and he, with two othery, wad sonteneed
to death for being in unlawful rebellion againsl hig soveroign,
The other two wero released, no doubt mueh Lo tholr astouisl-
ment.

As the mareh to Charasia was ouly a shorb one of six miloy
from Sufed Sang, we did not start nuti) ton o’clock. Karly in tho
afternoon the encamping ground was rosched, and tewts weore
pitched on the fallow fields which siretcly to the foot of tho hills on
either side. The voud followed » dug vorbherly direetion, through
a cultivated trach of country, for about throe milog, to sowe viry
low hills which traverso it at right angles, and near whicl is 1o
village of Childukhteran.™ On crossing theso hilly, o Tong valloy
lay stretehed Defore us in the shape of o parallelogran 5 wid u:t.
the farther extromity could be seen the villago of Charnsia, with
its orchards stretching in front of i, with clumps of {voes dottod

* Forty daughiers,
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furthor o the wost.  Boyond was the mass of hills whieh shut in
Cabul, and hindor any view of the eity from the valley. The
hills o casb and wost ulso elose in ; and Ltho vulley sunuot be much
more than bwo miles across, 1 i all under cultivation by means
of irvigabion ehnnnels,  The hills overlooking Charasia sy, fivst,
o Jow rango ol a light-eoloured slaby charactor, then a highor
serioy of rocky heights, and in tho hnmediate voar, forming the
sly-line, iv o procipitous range with four or five peaks standing
oub in bold woliol,  This muge vuns sharply down, on the esst, to
tho road which leads diveeh o the old Cabul camping ground and
the Buln Higsar, and, with suother high mnge sloplng similayly
down on the othoer side of the vond, forms the Sang-i-Nuwishia
delil, which, il hold in slrength, wonld bo very diffionlt to foree.
Tlhrongh this dofilo the Logar River pasgos into the Cabul Valley.
Our aneamping ground. is south of {he village, the head-quarters
of Hir I, Rohorts heing a mile or moro frem the orchards, The
rangey of hills enst and wost of us are very high and aleep ; bub
directly to onr lofl front is only a gradual slope, over which lies the
beautilul Chnredoh Valley, fillod with orchards, and apparently rich
in eultivation, A roud skivting tho hills lends throngh the vallsy
into Cabul.  Thore is a thivd voad among tho hills immediately in
rear of Clwrasin.

A cavalry reconnaissance bo-day did nol eauso any of the oncmy
10 show thomsolves ; bl porbaps to-morrow, whon more ground
8 covored, there may be n difforent result, Emissmries from
Cabul aro said 1o have boen in the Chavnsia village yesterday, and
the dificulty we bavoe lad in gotling supplios this afternoon Is a
prool of their efforts to influoneo the villagers against us,  Ilow-
over, ouly a fow shots have been fived at our cavalry, and we ave
resbing in camp, which in protectod by strong outlying plequots.
To-morvow morning 1,500 baggage animals go back to Sufed Sang
{0 bring up thoe et of tho stoves, snd thiy delay will cause us to
halt boro o day,  Clonoral Maophorson, with thoe 67th oot, 28th
N.L., threo guns, and o squadron of envalry, hag boen loft behind
to tako chargo of to-morrow's convoy. [o will dvaw in his camp
ag muel, g possible, as tho affair at Kuti Kheyl has shown haw
budly disposod the villngers wre towards us,

The Amir and Wali Mahomed have como in with ug, but the
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tarmer does not seem to have—or will nol oxoreise—control over
tho villagers we have to deal with. There iy plainly mach trim-
ming of sails among them as o their immediate attitade, but we
are wide-awuke enougli nob to trust them in any way.  buease of
any cheek, there cannot be the least doubt thal the growps whivh
now watch ug marching pust would shoulder their jhezails and turn
out to liarnss us on ull sides. The men with ug who huow tho
local charncter best are strong in their assertion thab unlil wo
have oceupied Cabul we shall be annoyod by thoso bribesmen, wha
are loth to let long strings of bagaage animals puss through theiv
midst without trying to loot some of the richos they curry,  loven
to-day o kaliar in charge of a mule-load of buggage was eul np.
He bad wandered from the road, and had made no sign when the
rear-guard passed. Half a dozen men walched thoeir opporbumity,
aud when the coast was clear they killed the kaliar and walled off
with the mule and its burden.

The news that the regiments in Cabul looted tho arsenal yoster-
day would seem to indicato that they monn fighting, sid this iu-
telligence is the best that we have Lnd for a long tiwme.  "The ouly
way in which they can be punished lios in resistunco when wo
advance ; for, if they vun sway, it will Le diffienll to ebase them
all over Afghauistan, even if we were dispoged 10 do wo. Tho
healtl of the troops is excellent, although tho sun bas laid up a
number of men with fever. It is of the mildess kind and soon
passes off.

Came Buwt Hagsan, Tth October,

‘We are now encamped within o fow miles of the Buln Ilimsue
and the city of Cubul, the mutinous troops baving yestorday boen
defeated and dviven from the heights above Churasin, which
they had occupied with the idea of Da